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search and protecting the environment. So we’re
going to have to have a smaller and more pro-
ductive Government. We’re going to have to
privatize organizations that can now work better
in the private sector, like Sallie Mae. We’ve
got the direct student loan program. They need
to be able to do some other things as well.

We want hundreds of organizations to become
performance-based, to be trailblazers in increas-
ing productivity and making their customers
happy. I don’t want people to be dazed and
confused if they’re well-served by the Govern-
ment, like that lady in Sacramento was.

Let me give you one example—very important
in Oregon and every State with a high-tech base.
We want the patent office to become perform-
ance-based. Today when an inventor applies for
a patent, it takes almost 600 days for the inven-
tor to get it. When we get done, we’ll be able
to give them those patents in 60 days, one-
tenth of the time. That means more progress
for America, more new jobs, more advances in
high technology.

And finally, we want to use technology to
open Government to people more. Today I want
to announce that the White House home page,
which many of you have already used on the
Internet—see that sign ‘‘Portland wants

Socks’’—even my cat has a place on our home
page. [Laughter] Now we’re going to make it
a one-stop gateway to Government service.
From now on, you can use the home page at
the White House to apply for a passport, ask
about veterans’ benefits, even to buy postage
stamps. Transactions, forms, information, it’s all
there. And it won’t be like waiting in a line.
There are no lines on-line. This is an example
of what we can do to save money, serve you
better, and free up money not only to balance
the budget but to invest in our children’s future.

If you want to build a bridge to the 21st
century with a strong economy, good schools,
safe streets, a clean environment, healthy chil-
dren, successful families and communities, you
must join us in this commitment to say we can
make our Government work for all the people.
Will you help us build that bridge in the next
6 weeks and 4 days? [Applause]

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. at
Lownsdale Square. In his remarks, he referred
to Mayor Vera Katz of Portland; Tom Bruggere,
Oregon senatorial candidate; and Darlene Hooley
and Mike Dugan, candidates for Oregon’s Fifth
and Second Congressional Districts, respectively.

Remarks at a Reception for Tom Bruggere in Portland
September 20, 1996

The President. Thank you.
Audience members. Four more years! Four

more years! Four more years!
The President. You know——
Audience member. Twelve more years!
The President. When Al Gore and I started

out together, he had a reputation of being too
stiff. [Laughter] If anyone ever had told me
4 years ago that I would be counseling him
about not being too rowdy, I never would have
believed it. [Laughter]

We’re having a good time here, Hillary and
Tipper and Al and I. We love Oregon. We love
to come here. We love what you’re doing and
what you stand for. I want to say that I’m deeply
honored to be here today with Tom and Kelley
and Maria and T.C. and their friends, with our
candidates for Congress, Darlene Hooley and

Mike Dugan, with the mayor and Congress-
woman Furse, with all of you. But I want to
say to you that I do not view, in all candor,
this election as primarily a struggle of parties.
I think, more than that, this election is primarily
a definition of our country.

Once in a great while, our country has gone
through profound periods of change in how we
work, how we live, how we relate to one an-
other, how we relate to the rest of the world.
Everybody who thinks about it knows that this
is a period like that.

There have been four or five such periods
in our country’s history. And you make these
decisions, and when you make them, they dra-
matically impact 30 or 40 or 50 years and shape
the country forever. And I want you to think
about it like that. I do not want you to vote
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for any of these people because it would be
nice if President Clinton had a Democratic Con-
gress. It would be nice, but I don’t want you
to do that.

Instead, I want—to build on what the Vice
President said—I want you to define what you
want your country to look like when we start
the 21st century, what you want your country
to look like when these children are our age,
and then make your decision based on that.
Forget about the politics of it; think about your
country.

I was listening to Al talk and he did such
a good job, I didn’t have any idea what I was
going to say. [Laughter] But I think what he
was saying and what I would like to say to
you is that there are these two polar opposite
views competing for America’s image of itself
in this time of change. One is a unifying vision;
the other is fundamentally a divisive vision. One
says, ‘‘We’re all in this together;’’ the other one
says, ‘‘You’re on your own. The Government’s
the problem.’’ One says, ‘‘Let’s build a bridge
to the future;’’ the other says, ‘‘Let’s build a
bridge to the past, when times were simpler,
and we didn’t have to worry about all this.’’
One says, ‘‘We believe you can do well by doing
good.’’ The other says, ‘‘Do-gooders always mess
up the private economy.’’ And you have to think
about which you believe. I believe that the ex-
ample of Tom Bruggere’s life and success and
the results achieved by the policies of our ad-
ministration in the last 4 years make an over-
whelming case for the unifying vision of our
future as opposed to the divisive vision of our
future.

Every time we try to do something to sort
of spread opportunity and let the American peo-
ple succeed at home and at work and give every-
body a chance to live up to the fullest of their
God-given potential, those who opposed it said
it was big Government and it would mess up
a one-car parade; we would weaken the econ-
omy; it would be inefficient; it would be this,
that, and the other thing.

But 4 years later, yes, we passed family leave,
and yes, we continue to protect the environ-
ment, but we have 101⁄2 million new jobs, and
we have—and I might add that the job growth
rate is faster than has occurred under any Re-
publican administration in 70 years. But this is
not about party. The things we are debating
today don’t fit within the old party labels. The
new competing philosophy abandons a lot of

what the Republican Party adhered to for 25
years.

But if you look at it, that’s what’s going on.
They said, ‘‘Oh, if you don’t let people continue
to live on $4.25 an hour minimum wage, you
will just cost jobs.’’ Well, October 1st we’ll get
a chance to test that out, because 10 million
people are going to get a pay raise. But in
the same bill we proved that you could have
a unifying vision.

Do you know what else was in that minimum
wage bill? We also, in the minimum wage bill,
increased the tax deductions that businesses get
when they invest more in their own business
to grow the economy. We have improved—we
have given more tax relief for self-employed
people to get health insurance. It wasn’t either/
or.

The bill also has a $5,000 tax credit for people
who will adopt children, because there are still
a lot of kids out there that need homes. So
it was pro-work, pro-business, and pro-family.
It was a unifying vision.

When Tom helped his workers be better par-
ents, he increased the productivity of his com-
pany; he didn’t weaken it. That is our argument.
Our argument is that we have been forced into
too many false choices for too long by people
who were too shortsighted, and the nature of
the new economy is such that we can do best
by doing the right things, that there must not
be a dichotomy between what people have to
do in raising up their children and what they
have to do in raising up their work lives. And
if there is, we lose from the beginning. If you
have to choose one or the other, we’re beat
from the start. We believe we can do both.

We believe there must not be a dichotomy
between preserving and, indeed, enhancing the
environment and public health and growing the
economy because if that is true, then that ulti-
mately would spell the doom of every civiliza-
tion, and many have been doomed because of
the refusal to develop a unifying vision that
would permit people to grow the economy in
ways that are in harmony with their natural sur-
roundings. That’s a fundamental choice you have
to make.

We believe that the First Lady is right, that
it does take a village to raise children, to build
an economy, to build a country. Therefore, un-
like the other folks, we don’t think it was a
waste of money to give 50,000 young people,
like this young woman here, a chance to work
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in AmeriCorps to serve their communities and
earn some money to go to college while they
were doing it. We think that’s a good thing
to do.

They believe there’s two kinds of money, the
Government’s money and your money, and the
Government’s money is money they’ve stole
from you, and the more they give back to you,
the better off you are, because the Government
would mess up a one-car parade. We believe
it’s all your money.

And the question is, are there things we can
do together that we cannot do alone? And that
is the question. We cannot, by ourselves, guar-
antee equal access to college education. We can-
not, by ourselves, guarantee more equal oppor-
tunities for children in the schools. We cannot,
by ourselves, guarantee what the Vice President
and Tom have worked for, which is to make
sure there is equal access to technology, includ-
ing access to the information superhighway, to
all the children in all the schools of America.
That’s something we have to do together—to-
gether.

We cannot—let me just give you three exam-
ples. Christopher Reeve talked about this at our
convention. We cannot, by ourselves, fund the
research necessary to push back the barriers that
are destructive of human existence. Just in the
last few weeks, for the first time in history,
laboratory animals with severed spines have
shown movement in their lower limbs because
of nerve transplants. It never happened before.
You cannot afford to get that done by yourself.
Together, we can fund that kind of research.
We have doubled the life expectancy of people
with HIV and AIDS in 4 years because of the
more rapid—[inaudible]—you cannot afford to
do that on your own. We just entered a partner-
ship, the United States did with IBM—even
IBM did not want to do it on its own—we’re
going to build a supercomputer that will do
more calculations in a second than you can do
on your hand-held calculator at home in 30,000
years. We have to do that together.

But as we do these things, we change the
whole nature of the future. The children in this
audience will be doing jobs that have not been
invented yet, many will be doing work that has
not been imagined yet because of what we do
together as well as what we do on our own.

So you have to decide that. You look around
this room. Look at all this diversity in this room.
Look how different we all are. Do you know

how much of your time I spend as President,
trying to get people around the world not to
do destructive things because they can’t live with
even a limited amount of diversity, because they
literally cannot exist, because they have to have
a divisive vision of themselves and their lives,
they’ve got to be thinking they’re important be-
cause they’re not someone else? That’s what the
deal in Bosnia is all about. That’s what Northern
Ireland’s about. That’s what the Middle East
is about. That’s what the slaughter between the
Hutus and the Tutsis in Burundi and Rwanda
was all about. All over the world.

That’s what the church burnings are all about.
When a synagogue is defaced or an Islamic cen-
ter is burned, that’s what it’s all about. There
are lots of folks that just can’t get up in the
morning and go through the day unless they’ve
got somebody to look down on to make them-
selves feel bigger, a divisive view of the world.

Now, I am not being naive here. I don’t pre-
tend for a moment that there aren’t tough deci-
sions that have to be made, that there are lots
of moments when there is no 100 percent per-
fect answer. But I’m telling you, where you go
in life depends not only on all the details in
dealing with the tough decisions, it depends on
what your view is, how you look at this. And
that’s why I tell you, if you look at how the
world is changing, going from the cold war to
a global economy, if you look at the new security
threats of the 21st century, terrorism, ethnic
strife, the proliferation of dangerous weapons,
organized crime, and drug smuggling, they all
cross national boundaries. We have to be unified
in dealing with that. I asked the Vice President
to head that commission to figure out how we
could make our airports and our airlines safer.
We’re dealing with a problem that every country
has to deal with, so we have to work together
on that.

If you look at the way the economy’s going
and the competition that we’re in with people
all around the world, we have to hold ourselves
to international standards and then we have to
work together to make sure we all do it.

If you think about all of us in this room,
most of us would do well if there were no
Government efforts of any kind. We would do
okay. But we’re doing a lot better because ev-
erybody else has a chance to make the most
of their lives as well.

So I say to you, you’re going to have 6 weeks
and 4 days of television wars here in Oregon,
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and half of what’s on there may be irrelevant.
But this is a big deal. This is a huge deal.
This is the last major election of the 20th cen-
tury and the first election of the 21st century.
Things have changed. We have to change. And
America is going to go into that next century
with either the unifying vision dominant or the
divisive vision dominant.

That’s what I want you to think about, not
Democrats or Republicans or any of that. I want
you to think about your country. And if you
look at the life and career and work of this

man, it would be hard to think of someone
who could be a better poster boy for a unifying
vision of America’s future in the 21st century
than Tom Bruggere.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:46 a.m. at the
Oregon Museum of Science and Industry. In his
remarks, he referred to Oregon senatorial can-
didate Tom Bruggere, his wife, Kelley, and their
children Maria and T.C.; Mayor Vera Katz of Port-
land; and actor Christopher Reeve.

Statement on Same-Gender Marriage
September 20, 1996

Throughout my life I have strenuously op-
posed discrimination of any kind, including dis-
crimination against gay and lesbian Americans.
I am signing into law H.R. 3396, a bill relating
to same-gender marriage, but it is important
to note what this legislation does and does not
do.

I have long opposed governmental recognition
of same-gender marriages, and this legislation
is consistent with that position. The act confirms
the right of each State to determine its own
policy with respect to same-gender marriage and
clarifies for purposes of Federal law the opera-
tive meaning of the terms ‘‘marriage’’ and
‘‘spouse.’’

This legislation does not reach beyond those
two provisions. It has no effect on any current
Federal, State, or local antidiscrimination law
and does not constrain the right of Congress
or any State or locality to enact antidiscrimina-
tion laws. I therefore would take this oppor-

tunity to urge Congress to pass the Employment
Non-Discrimination Act, an act which would ex-
tend employment discrimination protections to
gays and lesbians in the workplace. This year
the Senate considered this legislation contem-
poraneously with the act I sign today and failed
to pass it by a single vote. I hope that in its
next session Congress will pass it expeditiously.

I also want to make clear to all that the enact-
ment of this legislation should not, despite the
fierce and at times divisive rhetoric surrounding
it, be understood to provide an excuse for dis-
crimination, violence, or intimidation against any
person on the basis of sexual orientation. Dis-
crimination, violence, and intimidation for that
reason, as well as others, violate the principle
of equal protection under the law and have no
place in American society.

NOTE: H.R. 3396, approved September 21, was
assigned Public Law No. 104–199.

Remarks in Brandon, South Dakota
September 20, 1996

Give them a hand. [Applause] I thought they
did well. Did you read somewhere that that
was my favorite Beatles song? [Laughter] Or
did you just do it on your—it was a wonderful
job. Thank you very much, and thank you for
playing here tonight.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am glad to be back
in South Dakota. I came here three times when
I was seeking the Presidency. I loved every trip.
I couldn’t wait to get back. And I want you
to know how we came to be here tonight. We
were planning our schedule a couple of weeks
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